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Vision and Mission 2017 
 I would like to begin by offering a special thank you to Carla 
Roethlisberger, Tom Coughlin, Lori Quinn, Randy Bickel and Stepha-
nie Revard for their hard work during our Vision and Mission cam-
paign. It began about a year ago when the ministry team got together 
and asked the question, “How is our effort in God’s Mission?”  
We began, with the help of Christa Rensel, by looking at our strengths 
and growth areas as a congregation. We carefully looked at the minis-
tries and programs we are currently doing, and the things we hope to 
either add, or improve in the future. 
 We had two congregational gatherings this summer where we 
focused on the different aspects or PURPOSES of the church…
Fellowship, Caring Ministry, Discipleship, Evangelism and Worship. 
In November, we began a five week focus in worship, bible study and 
small group activities. Our next step as a team is to begin to compile 
the feedback and information from all our gatherings, and begin set-
ting an agenda for what this will mean for our church. 
 I am also very thankful for the small group leaders, and partici-
pants who took the time each week to meet, study God’s word, and 
share what was important to them. Our ministry team will be contact-
ing the small group leaders in the near future, to receive more feed-
back and information from their group discussions. 
 In January, we will be offering another gathering where the 
congregation is invited to hear our official report of what will be hap-
pening in 2017 and beyond. Already helpful information has been 
communicated to our team. For example, from the summer gatherings 
and small group discussions, it is clear that St. Martin values worship. 
More specifically, worship that offers distinct experiences. We are 
committed to continuing to keep the traditional service traditional and 
the contemporary service contemporary.  
 I thank you again for your candidness and willingness to open 
yourself, and our congregation to what God wants in our church lives. 
This process however, comes with tensions. Whenever you ask the 
question, “How are we doing,” you will eventually hear the response, 
“Well…not very well.” It’s not easy to swallow sometimes, but it is 
necessary to ASK and RESPOND if we want to fulfill God’s Mission 
to make and teach disciples. 
 I look forward to unveiling St. Martin’s unique vision and mis-

sion statements early next year as we continue to walk in faith, the 

light of Christ, and ask ourselves, “How is our effort in God’s Mis-

sion.”              PASTOR JIM 

Reaching, Bringing, Touching 

January 2017 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
ST. MARTIN  

Even youths grow tired and 
weary, and young men  

stumble and fall; 
but those who hope in the 

LORD will renew their 
strength. They will soar on 

wings like eagles; 
    they will run and not 

grow weary, they will walk 
and not be faint.  

 
Isaiah 40: 30-31 
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9th Annual Chili-Cook Off & Dessert Showdown! 
Saturday, January 28th, 2017—5:00 p.m. 

St. Martin Fellowship Center  
NEW this year! This falls on the CHINESE NEW YEAR,  

so watch for a SPECIAL ADDITION to this year’s event!  
 
You can ENTER your CHILI  RECIPE: Sign Up to Bring a crock pot full of your 
favorite chili to the fellowship hall by 4:45 p.m. There’s No entry Fee; a 
free will offering is taken at the door & prizes are awarded for best chili in 
category!   

OR  
You can Sample the BEST of CHILI: Once again there will be a Free Will 
Offering at the Door.  Sample each entry and perhaps learn of your favor-
ite recipe! 

AND 
The Dessert Showdown winner will be determined on the amount of money 
raised by the selling of portions of the different desserts. So bring your Cash 
to Vote with!  

All proceeds will benefit the St. Martin Youth Ministries & for More  
Information Contact:   

St. Martin Lutheran Church Office 989-624-9204 

Music Ministry Notes 
Weekly Choir Practice Times 

Church Choir: Mondays – 4:30 p.m. 
Praise Team: Wednesdays – 6:00 p.m. 

 
 

SONG DONATIONS: The Kristal Bells have arrived: JUST in time for Christmas Eve Worship! We have already 
begun receiving donations for songs for Easter and other church seasons. Those donating may select their fa-
vorite hymn or contemporary song. The $25 cost (payable: St. Martin Lutheran Church) includes CD & color-
coded cards. 
 
“It’s NOT about the Music, but yet it IS!” 
I’m a music lover. So are many of you here at St. Martin, enjoying a variety of musical 
styles, songs, and instruments used to glorify God in worship. For most of us, worship in-
cludes many types of songs and musical styles: from traditional to contemporary from mod-
ern songs to older hymns.   
 
Perhaps you have a stronger preference for one type. Nonetheless, God has used many types of music and 
songs (even those outside of the typical worship setting such as, Christian radio) to speak directly to my heart 
and mind, using the truth of His Holy Word found in the song lyrics. Has this ever happened to you? Have you 
shared these songs to help others focus on God’s Promises in Scripture? 
  
The songs that speak most effectively to us, as Christians, are the ones that directly quote Scripture or Biblical 
themes of forgiveness and Christ-crucified. As you study your daily Bible Readings, ask God what He is doing 
through His Word (and also through the Christian radio music and worship hymns of praise to Him) to focus 
your heart not only on your sin, but also on His salvation in Jesus. God reaches us in His Word and Sacrament 
so that we can, in turn, reach others who are lost in this world of sin and sadness.  
 
So, it is true when we say, it is NOT about the music. First and foremost, it is about THE Word: Jesus Christ. 
Secondly, God created music for us to praise Him. It can be a vehicle through which His Word can be spoken 
into the hearts of the broken, the sinful and the lost. Share the lyrics (and if possible an audio or video recording 
of your favorite hymn, worship song or Christian radio tune) with a friend and tell them how God’s Word is used 
in it to touch your heart.  
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Prayer List 
Jim Severn 

Jason Weigandt 
Brandi 

Janet Brehaut 
Cliff 

Baby Leo Sevilla 
Krissey Terry 
Gerald Brown 

Ruth Booth 
Rex & Phyllis 

Elmer 
Joseph Kenny 

Chelsea & Clara 
Julia Costello 

Xavier 
Pres. Obama 

Pres-Elect Trump 
Pres Maier 

Pres Harrison 
Our Vision and Mission 

Ministry Team 

 
Church Triumphant 

David Bishop 

ALL ABOARD THE PANTRY  EXPRESS  
Please look for the St. Martin & Peace of Mind 
“Pantry Express” in the Narthex where you can drop 
items off. Advent is a time for preparing, yet there 
are many in our community that can’t. We’ve given 
out around 65 food boxes for families this year! We 
are now looking for certain items to restock the pan-
try that we use to help others around us. The bolded 
items are gone or just a few left. 

Food Pantry Needs: 

Canned Chicken or Tuna,  

Soups, Peanut Butter & Jelly, 

 Spaghetti Sauce & Noodles,  

Can Fruit & Vegetables,  

Tomato products,  

Rice & Pasta side dishes, 

 Macaroni and Cheese, SpaghettiO’s, Ravioli, 

 Cereal, Powdered Milk,  

and Snack Crackers.  

Paper products and laundry soap is always appreci-
ated. Thank you ahead of time for your generous 

sharing! 

January’s Song of the Month: GIANTS FALL  
By: Francesca Battistelli 

Everyone's telling you, To let go of what you're holding to 
It's too late, too far. You're too small, it's too hard 

Throwing water on that spark, Living deep inside your heart 
With oceans of reasons, The things you're not seeing 

But oh, maybe they don't, Know what you know 
That you're not alone 

 
Don't you be afraid, Of giants in your way 

With God you know that anything's possible 
So step into the fight 

He's right there by your side 
The stones inside your hand might be too small 

But watch the giants fall 
We could really live like this, Can't you imagine it 

So bold, so brave, With childlike faith 
Miracles could happen, Mountains would start moving 

So whatever you may face 
 
God gave a young shepherd boy, David, victory over a seemingly 
unconquerable Philistine Giant. He does this in our lives each day. 
We each battle doubt, insecurity, recurrent sin problems and the 
devil’s daily temptations. We have only to place our trust in Jesus 
and His death and resurrection for the forgiveness and eternal 
salvation. Let God slay the giants in your life. Read His Word. Re-
pent of your sin and vow to live anew, knowing it is only through 
His Holy Spirit that our hearts receive faith. Receive His Grace 
freely and fully. 

Sincerely,  Mrs. Stephanie Revard, Dir. of Music 


